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Similes or metaphors
Fifth Grade Vocabulary Worksheet

A simile is a figure of speech that directly compares two things.
A metaphor is a figure of speech that is used to make a comparison between two
things that aren't alike but do have something in common.

Read each sentence below to determine if it's a simile or a metaphor.
Write S for a simile or M for a metaphor on each line.

The cat’s fur is a blanket of warmth.

My backpack is as heavy as a bag of bricks.

The town square was buzzing like a beehive.

Water is the hammer that erodes the rocks.

The storm was like a piercing arrow.

He is like a rocket on his bike.
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A simile is a figure of speech that directly compares two things.
A metaphor is a figure of speech that is used to make a comparison between two
things that aren't alike but do have something in common.

Read each sentence below to determine if it's a simile or a metaphor.
Write S for a simile or M for a metaphor on each line.

M The cat’s fur is a blanket of warmth.

S My backpack is as heavy as a bag of bricks.

S The town square was buzzing like a beehive.

M Water is the hammer that erodes the rocks.

S The storm was like a piercing arrow.

S He is like a rocket on his bike.
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