
 

 

Reading and Math for K-5          ©  www.k5learning.com  

Proverbs and idioms 

Grade 5 Vocabulary Worksheet  

Beside each sentence, write I if it is an idiom and P if it is a proverb.  

An idiom is a short saying which is not taken literally. 

A proverb is a short saying which expresses a general truth.  

 ________ There's always more fish in the sea. 

 ________  Losing my job was the last straw. 

 ________ There is method to my madness. 

 ________ Let’s give him the benefit of the doubt. 

 ________ Don't count your chickens before the eggs have hatched. 

 ________ Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 

 ________ I just didn’t cut the mustard. 

 ________ It takes one to know one. 

 ________ That sofa costs an arm and a leg. 

 ________ Don't put all your eggs in one basket. 

 ________ Never tell tales out of school. 

 ________ Let’s go back to the drawing board. 

Circle your favorite idiom and your favorite proverb from above.  
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Answers: 

An idiom is a short saying which is not taken literally. 

A proverb is a short saying which expresses a general truth.  

 ____P____ There's always more fish in the sea. 

 ____I_____Losing my job was the last straw. 

 ____I_____There is method to my madness. 

 ____I_____Let’s give him the benefit of the doubt. 

 ____I_____Don't count your chickens before the eggs have hatched. 

 ____P_____Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 

 ____I_____ I just didn’t cut the mustard. 

 ____P_____It takes one to know one. 

 ____I_____That sofa costs an arm and a leg. 

 ____I_____Don't put all your eggs in one basket. 

 ____P_____Never tell tales out of school. 

 ____I_____ Let’s go back to the drawing board. 

Circle your favorite idiom and your favorite proverb from above.  
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