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bark 
 

 
the harsh sound made by a dog  
 
 
Max, stop barking! 
 

                                       

 

bark 
 

 
the outside cover of the trunks, 
branches, and roots of woody 
plants  

 
The bark of this tree is very rough. 
 

                                       
 

bat 
 

 
a club of wood or metal used to hit 
the ball in baseball, softball, or 
cricket 
 
Tom hit the ball so hard he split the 
bat. 
 

                                       
 

bat 

 

 
a small mammal that flies, with 
small body and large wings covered 
with skin  
 
Bats sleep upside down. 
 

                                       
 

 

https://www.k5learning.com/


                                              

 

 
Multiple Meaning Words 
 
Flashcards 
 
 

 
Reading & Math for K-5     ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

             

bit 
 

 
the metal part of a bridle that is 
placed in the mouth of a horse and 
used to control it 
 
Make sure your horse takes the bit 
before you mount him. 

                                       
 

bit 
 

 
the part of a drill that is pointed and 
makes holes 
 
Oh no, my bit broke when I was 
drilling. 
 

                                       
 

bit 
 

 
a small amount; little piece 
 
Can I have a little bit of sugar in my 
coffee? 
 

                                       
 

bit 
 

 
the smallest unit of information in a 
computer  
 
A bit is also called a binary digit. 
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bit 
 

 
past tense of bite 
 
She bit into the apple. 
 
 

                                       

 

bolt 
 

 
a metal or wooden bar on a door 
that slides into an opening in the 
frame  
 
The door bolts on the inside. 
 

                                       
 

bolt 
 

 
a metal screw with a flat end rather 
than a point 
 
This bolt fits this nut. 
 

                                       
 

bolt 
 

 
a sudden movement away from or 
toward something; dash  
 
The rabbit bolted into its burrow. 
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bolt 
 

 
a stroke of lightning 
 
Was that a bolt of lightning? 
 
 

                                       

 

bolt 
 

 
to eat hurriedly or without chewing 
 
She bolted her breakfast and ran to 
school. 
 

                                       
 

bowl 
 

 
a deep, rounded dish used for 
holding food or liquid 
 
Do you have any soup bowls? 
 
 

                                       
 

bowl 
 

 
the contents of a bowl  
 
I have a bowl of cereal every 
morning. 
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bowl 
 

 
a rounded, cuplike, hollow part  
 
Can you scrub the toilet bowl? 
 
 

                                       

 

bowl 
 

 
a round stadium or outdoor theater 
 
The concert is being held at the 
bowl. 
 
 

                                       
 

bowl 
 

 
to play the game of bowling 
 
You bowl a ball on the floor in 
bowling. 
 
 

                                       
 

box 
 

 
a container, usually rectangular, of 
wood, metal, cardboard, etc., and 
often with a lid 
 
We filled the box with old toys to 
give to charity. 
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box 
 

 
the quantity contained in a box 
 
Thank you so much for the box of 
chocolates. 
 
 

                                       
 

box 
 

 
a hit or blow struck with the hand 
or fist  
 
It is wrong to box someone. 
 
 

                                       
 

box 
 

 
to fight against someone in a boxing 
match  
 
When you box you need to wear 
special gloves for safety. 
 

                                       
 

can 
 

 
to be able to; have the ability to 
 
She can play the violin. 
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can 
 

 
to have the power or right to 
 
Only teachers can assign 
homework. 
 
 

                                       
 

can 
 

 
to have permission to 
 
Can I borrow your book? 
 
 

                                       
 

can 
 

 
a metal container for food or other 
products, made in the shape of a 
cylinder 
 
Let’s open the can of pineapple 
pieces. 

                                       
 

can 
 

 
to put in a sealed jar to keep fresh 
for future use 
 
We can most of the beans from our 
garden. 
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check 
 

 
a test or search to make sure that 
something is correct or in order 
 
Let’s check the sound system before 
the concert starts. 
 

                                       
 

check 
 

 
a written order to a bank to pay 
money from an account 
 
I pay for my singing lessons with a 
check. 
 

                                       
 

check 
 

 
a bill for food and drink at a bar or 
restaurant  
 
Waiter, could we have the check 
please? 
 

                                       
 

check 
 

 
something that controls, holds 
back, or limits 
 
The rule against loud noise in the 
community put a check on band 
practice. 
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check 
 

 
to look over to make sure of 
correctness; examine carefully 
 
Let’s check your homework for any 
errors. 
 

                                       
 

check 
 

 
to put under someone's care for a 
short time 
 
We checked our bags at the hotel so 
that we could go for a walk around 
the neighborhood. 
 

                                       
 

check 
 

 
to look at something in order to get 
some specific information about it 
 
Time to check the roast chicken. Is 
it done yet? 
 

                                       
 

check 
 

 
to put a mark next to in order to 
show that something is correct or 
has been done 
 
Please check off the items on the 
grocery list. 
 

                                       
  

https://www.k5learning.com/


                                              

 

 
Multiple Meaning Words 
 
Flashcards 
 
 

 
Reading & Math for K-5     ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

             

clip 
 

 
to cut off, cut out, or trim with 
scissors or shears  
 
She clipped an article from the 
newspaper. 
 

                                       
 

clip 

 

 

 
the act of clipping, or a single such 
cut 
 
Could you clip my bangs? 
 

                                       

 

clip 

 

 

 
a quick, sharp blow 
 
The boxer took a clip on the chin. 
 
 
 

                                       
 

clip 

 

 

 
a fast rate of speed  
 
The race car moved at a frightening 
clip. 
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clip 
 

 
a device that holds or fastens 
 
Here’s a paper clip to hold your 
report together. 
 

                                       

 

club 

 

 

 
a heavy wooden stick that is used 
as a weapon  
 
He used a club to defend himself 
from the alligator. 
 

                                       
 

club 

 

 

 
an organization of people with a 
common purpose or interest who 
meet regularly  
 
My sister belongs to a drama club. 
 
 

                                       
 

club 

 

 

 
a long stick used to hit the ball in 
golf 
 
He chose the number 9 club to chip 
the ball onto the green. 
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